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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


The  Treasurer  charges  himself  with  the  following  items  of  cash 
received. 


Cash  on  hand,  Mar.  1,  '74, 

$2,074.77 

Cash  of  Selectmen,  of  '73, 

1.95 

Belknap  Co.,  aid  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  Hoit, 

3.00 

"             "       transient  paupers. 

13.00 

W.  L.  Palmer,  Collector  in  '73, 

1,534.23 

C.  W.  Chesman,      "  '74, 

6,549.05 

Town  of  Winchester,  for  H.  Robinson, 

41.00 

"      Ashland,  l^oard  of  James  Rowe, 

15.00 

"      Bristol,  ^  repairs  on  Smith's  bridge 

19.46 

"          ,,     ^  cost  lighting  Smith's  bridge,  5.10 

State  Savings  Bank  tax. 

526.89 

"    Railroad  tax, 

20.79 

"    Literary  Fund, 

89.79 

on  Bowen  mortgage, 

95.28 

S.  P.  Robinson,  note. 

100.00 

J.  S.  Piper,  " 

35.00 

B,  C.  Swan,  " 

30.00 

J.  E.  Wallace,  " 

220.00 

M.  J.  Wallace,  " 

100.00 

Levi  Carter, 

400.00 

Charles  B.  Huckins,  " 

110.00 

Sim  D.  Huckins,  " 

40.00 

Orpha  Webber,  " 

25.00 

N.  H.  Benevolent  Society,  " 

138.25 

Lizzie  A.  Dow,  " 

28.64 

Annie  S.  Gordon,  " 

50.00 

George  W.  Roberts,  " 

716.31 

$12,982.51 
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Which  he  accounts  for  by  the  following  payments. 


Paupers. 

Belknap  County,  Board  of  N.  D.  Smith,  $84.25 

J.  W.  Merrick,         "        Martha  Howe,  156.00 

Sallie  Merrick,  supplies,  2.25 

A.  Burpee,           "                     "  4.27 

Town  of  Gilford,  supplies  for  Mrs.  E.  B.  Conner,  26.33 

D.  H.  Smith,  Cash  paid             "          "  3.00 

D.  Goss,  medical  aid  to             "          "  8.37 

J.  B.  Fulsifer,  board  of             "  16.78 

John  Boynton,     "                   "          "  14.00 

J.  G.  Robinson,  aid  to  transient  paupers,  15.00 

G.  W".  Wallace,  wood  &c.  for  Levi  Wallace  family,  20.00 

"       coffin  and  robe  for  L.  Wallace,  14.00 

T.  P.  Robinson,  supplies  to  H.  Robinson,  41.00 

Town  of  Moultonboro'  supplies  to  Charles  Garland,  10.50 

Henry  Plaisted,  board  of  James  Rowe,  15.00 


$430.75 

Schools, 

W.  D.  Boynton,  District  No.  1.  $69.32 

D.H.Smith,                      2.  54.11 

J.  S.  Drake,                        3.  75.14 

C.  B.  Sargent,                     4.  217.00 

J.  C.  Wallace,                     5.  61.87 

G.  M.  Hadley,                    6.  54.08 

R.  B.  Tilton,                       7.  102.64 

G.W.Ellis,                      10.  25.61 

J.  M.  Flanders,    .              11.  45.83 

Oren  Plaisted,                   13.  64.12 

J.  H,  Harper,                    15.  42.97 

R.  S.  Fifield,                      16.  50.78 

C.  P.  Stevens,                    17.  16.18 


$879.65 

State  Tax,  $1,016.00 
County  Tax,  1,572.15 
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Notes  and  Interest. 


Levi  Carter, 

$229.52 

Warren  B.  Gordon, 

209.75 

PoUy  Sanborn, 

281.91 

Thomas  Abbott, 

298.26 

Anna  Abbott, 

536.96 

Charles  S.  Flanders, 

62.80 

Eunice  W.  Weed, 

80.00 

S.  P.  Robinson, 

208.25 

Moza  A.  Clough, 

867.31 

Express  on  same, 

1.00 

William  Boswell, 

61.13 

Ede  Taylor's  estate, 

263.19 

N.  H.  Benevolent  Society, 

177.46 

Lizzie  A.  Dow, 

57.76 

M.  D.  Bugbee, 

30.00 

William  Eaton, 

George  W.  Roberts, 

IvO.OO 

u  ^^ 

99^  09 

F.  N.  Palmer, 

9fi  L(\ 

Daniel  Kelley, 

394  05 

Sarah  Brown, 

7  on 

$4,531.36 

Services, 

M.  L.  Palmer,  services  as  Collector  in  '73, 

$110.00 

J.  E.  Wallace,  " 

Supt.  School  Committee, 

70.0n 

D.  H.  Smith,  " 

Selectman, 

112.00 

E.  G.  Kelley,  " 

90.00 

T.  P.  Robinson,  " 

(( 

y  /  .ou 

W.  C.  Sargent,  " 

Police, 

25.00 

E.  C.  Lewis,  " 

Treasurer, 

50.00 

S.  W.  Rollins,  " 

Robinson  case. 

3.00 

C.  W.  Chesman, 

Collector, 

90.00 

E.  H.  Prescott,  " 

Supt.  School  Committee, 

65.00 

C.  D.  Thyng,  " 

Town  Clerk, 

35.00 

$747.50 
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Expense  of  InvestigcLtion. 

(Services  of  Committee, 

tft  1  1  ri  rs  A 
IjfliU. UU 

E.  H.  Prescott,  services, 

5.00 

D.  H.  Smith, 

40.00 

E.  G.  Kelley,  board  and  horse  keeping, 

10.00 

H.  W.  Blair,  legal  advice, 

5.00 

Sargent  and  Chase,  legal  advice, 

15.00 

$loO.UU 

Jonn  M.  omitn, 

$0.00 

Creor^'e  IVI.  IVrudffett- 

5.00 

David  Sanborn, 

6.00 

J.  H.  Harper, 

12.00 

Dan.  Yeasey, 

8.00 

W.  B.  Boynton, 

12.00 

Moads  and  Bridges. 

u.  TV  »  ouaw,  ui«*wing  pianK  anci  lepainng  uiiuge. 

"       labor  on  road  in  '73, 

OA  i\A 

E.  D.  Sanborn,  breaking  road  in  '73, 

JJ.    i.i^eilOWS,                *  40—4:, 

f;.  A 

O.Olf 

Highway  Surveyor's  receipts,  for  '72 , 

010  A  7 

W.  Wallace,  planR,  JJistrict  JNo.  zL, 

1   /I  0 

1.4:4 

H.  A.  Shaw,  labor  on  highway ,..in  '73, 

1  1  G.^ 

11. bo 

JJ.  W.  onaw,  /4:, 

y.Di 

tj .  >v  .  ivxeiiiCK,  lO-j'ij 

D.O  < 

iVI.  1j.  rlUCKins, 

Ql  QA 

Walter  xiaisteci,  ^^'^ 

OA  0  X 

John  H.  Berry,  breaking  roads, 

24. DU 

A.  Burpee,  labor  on  highway. 

F^A  AA 

OO.OU 

J.  D.  Robinson,  breaking  roads, 

n  etc 
/.ZD 

George  Brown,  " 

Martin  Woodman,   "  " 

1  A  C\f^ 

lu.uo 

J.  S.  Drake,  " 

54.20 

Procter  Wells,  ^' 

14.70 

H.  L.  Smith,  44. 

12.0« 

John  S.  Chase,  " 

2.50 
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Daniel  T.  Smith,  labor  on  highway,  $.^.17 

Daniel  Chase,        "            "  8.92 

W.  E.  Veasey,       "            "  9.97 

John  C.  Smith,       "            "  150.71 

T.  B.  Flanders,      "            "  38.64 

"              "            "  18.75 

S.  M.  Smith,  road  scraper,  12.00 

J.  B.  Gordon,  repairs  on  Central  Bridge,  50.00 
W.  B.  Gordon  and  L.  B.  Wells,  repairs  on  bridge  No.  32,  25.00 

James  Gordon,  building  bridge  No.  31,  46.16 

R.  B.  Tilton,  repairing  bridge,  83.50 

James  B.  Sanborn,  breaking  roads,  23.12 

D.  W.  Shaw,                         "  5.25 

T.  P.  Robinson,          "          "  14,82 

Oren  Plaisted,            u          u  10.35 

R.  B.  Tilton,             "          "  6.00 

A.  M.  Mudgett,         "          "  12.45 

T.  B.  Flanders,  work  on  Smith's  bridge,  12.25 

D.  K.  Bean,         "                       S  11.81 

D.  P.  Farnham,    "            "  '        "  14.87 

E.  C.  Lewis,  "  "  "  'V  26.25 
O.  Blake,  bridge  plank,  11.19 
Dana  Woodman,  bridge  plank,  16.79 
S.  G.  Kelley,  2.82 

F.  O.  Wallace,  bridge  plank,  2.54 
W.  S.  Veasey,  labor  on  highway,  12.35 
S.  P.  Huckins.    "          "  3.50 

plank  and  powder,  1.33 

S.  G.  Kelley,  repairs  on  St.  Clair  Hill,  3.35 

K.  W.  Smith,  boards  and  building  fence,  13.75 

J.  B.  Chase,  repairing  highwa}^,  1.00 

Rnfus  Flanders,  stone  in  District  No.  12,  2.00 

Sam.  McGloiighlin,  breaking  roads,  3.00 

A.  Burpee,  snowing  bridge,  5.00 

labor  on  highway,  17.07 

J.  C.  Herbert,  lighting  central  bridge,  13.00 

J.  H.  Harper,  plank,  12.46 

K.  W.  Smith,  work  on  highway,  56.25 

800  feet  pine  lumber,  4.00 
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Rufus  Flanders,  plank,  No.  14, 

63.06 

Joshua  D.  Johnson,  work  on  highway, 

7.50 

J.  B.  Gordon,            "  " 

27.30 

$1,322.45 

General  Expenses. 

M.  W.  Shapleigh,  services  as  auditor. 

$3.00 

R.  W.  Musgrove,  printing  Town  Reports, 

30.00 

"        blanks  and  envelopes. 

2.20 

M.  L.  Palmer,  errors  in  last  year's  account. 

13.30 

E.  G.  Kelley,  blank  warrants, 

6.45 

F.  S.  Crawford,  Record  book, 

7.00 

Costs,  State  v.  W.  H.  Dow, 

8.84 

W.  S.  Cox,  services  in  do. 

43.20 

Sarah  A.  Prescott,  watering  trough, 

3.00 

State  Reform  School,  for  W.  H.  Dow, 

42.00 

W.  B.  Welch,  services  as  police, 

3.40 

Non-resident  highway  tax  worked. 

70.48 

Abatements  to  holders  of  town  notes. 

96.36 

D.  H.  Smith,  non-resident  tax  worked, 

14.90 

K.  W.  Smith, 

13.45 

D.  E.  Fifield,  damage  by  water  from  highway', 

6.50 

D.  W.  Shaw,  six  guide  boards. 

6.00 

D.  H.  Smith,  cash  expense  to  Manchester, 

6.95 

J.  W.  MwTick,  damage  discontinuing  Carter  road, 

5.00 

D.  Woodman,       "  " 

18.00 

J.  C.  &  L.  B.  Thompson,  " 

82.00 

D.  E.  Fifield,  land  damage  Woodman  road, 

5.00 

J.  S.  Piper,  " 

7.00 

D.  Woodman,  " 

9.00 

D.  B.  Eaton,  taking  points  for  new  road, 

3.50 

J.  S.  Norris  &  Co.,  damage  from  defect  in  highway, 

5.00 

J.  G.  Robinson,  damage  to  carriage  in  '72, 

50.00 

J.  H.  Harper,  watering  trough. 

3.00 

Betsey  C.  Swan,  over-tax  in  '73, 

.88 

A.  Burpee,  wood  for  Town  House,  &c., 

3.43 

W.  A.  George,  lighting  Smith's  bridge, 

3.00 

J.W.Moor,        u  u 

7.20 

D.  H.  Smith,  cash  expense  and  stationery, 

3.50 
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Abatements  for  '74,  $35.92 

W.  S.  Cox,  services  in  Robinson  Case,  7.50 

J.  C.  Herbert,  lighting  Central  bridge,  oil,  &c.,  22.00 

Costs  of  Reference,  Carter  road  case,  20.00 

D.  H.  Smith,  use  of  horse  out  of  town,  10.50 

board  of  Selectmen  and  horses,  16.00 

T.  P.  Robinson,  cash  paid  out,  3.15 

use  of  team,  15.00 

E.  G.  Kelley,  board  of  selectmen,  16.00 

horse  hire,  7.50 

horse  keeping  for  selectmen,  19.75 

cash  paid  out,  1.28 

W.  L.  Palmer,  tax  abated  for  '73,  33.72 

paid  in  other  towns,  11.80 

allowed  on  settlement,  9.71 


$812.37 


RecapitiOation, 

Receipts,  $12,982.51 

Paid  Paupers,  $430.75 

Schools,  879.65 

State  tax,  1,016.00 

County  tax,  1,572.15 

Notes  and  interest,  4,531.36 

Services,  747.50 

Investigation,  185.00 

Sheep  damage,  48.00 

Roads  and  bridges,  1,322.54 

General  expenses,  812.37 

Cash  on  hand  March  1,  1875,  1,437.19 

 $12,982.51 


E.  C,  LEWIS,  Treasurer. 

New  Hampton,  Feb.  25,  1874 . 

This  may  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  foregoing  ac- 
<count  of  tne  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correctly  cast  and 
properly  vouched. 

LUCIUS  S.  GORDON,  )  .  ... 
K.  W.  SMITH,  i  j^iuauois. 
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Town  Debt. 


Daniel  Veasey, 

note  and  interest. 

$946.17 

William  Boswell, 

339.29 

Daniel  h,.  1^  ineld, 

96,18 

(( 

88.30 

Joseph  S.  Drake, 

67.61 

128.06 

Levi  Carter, 

207.00 

417.47 

J.  S.  Piper, 

(  ( 

106.30 

(( 

4( 

37.47 

L.  S.  Gordon, 

44 

1,354.75 

(I 

44 

116.86 

Eben  Fisk, 

;( 

44 

128.92 

Benj.  S.  Gordon, 

44 

644.27 

44 

c\f\  c\c\ 

296.82 

Curtis  A.  Gordon, 

a 

44 

115.95 

u 

44 

58.69 

D.  Woodman,  Guard.  E.  L.  Piper, 

175.76 

John  C.  Huckins, 

44 

81.10 

John  Gordon, 

;c 

44 

281.67 

Calvin  S.  Huckins, 

44 

124.80 

Mary  E.  Flanders, 

a 

44  » 

402.03 

Lydia  D.  Burleigh, 

i.i 

44 

161.31 

Edwin  M.  Huckins, 

(.i 

44 

345.13 

i( 

4& 

64.55 

Jacob  Worthen 

(( 

44 

236.50 

S.  P,  Smith, 

44 

255.43 

Charlotte  Dyer, 

u 

44 

226.35 

Luther  Robinson, 

.4( 

334.12 

Polly  C.  Kelley, 

it 

44 

445.48 

Abbie  A.  Sanborn, 

(4 

1,418.19 

James  B.  Sanborn, 

%i 

4  k 

166.17 

W.  Eaton,  estate  of  Sarah  J.  Smith, 

756.18 

Charles  S.  Flanders, 

44 

399.28 

Marriam  D.  Bugbee, 

u 

44 

509.67 

Eunice  W.  Weed, 

u 

44 

78.08 

/ 
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K.  W.  Smith, 
Orpha  Hancock, 
Mary  J.  Wallace, 

u  a 

Sarah  Brawn, 
Alvah  B.  Kell}^ 
S.  P.  Robinson, 
Betsey  C.  Swan, 
Julia  E.  Wallaae, 
Chas.  B.  Huckins, 
Sim  D.  Huckins, 
Orsha  Webber, 
Benevolent  Society 
G.  W.  Roberts, 


note  and  interest. 


u 

u 

(( 

u 

u 

u 

u 

(f 

u 

ii 

u 

u 

t( 

a 

u 

N.  H., 

a 

u 

$1,278.36 
37.29 
255.47 
104.75 
745.71 
15.79 
105.08 
31.42 
230.50 
114.80 
41.75 
26.00 
103.70 
719.53 


Notes  outstanding  March  1,  1875, 


$15,422.05 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEIV. 

Notes  outstanding  March  1st,  1875,  $15,422.05 

Receipts. 

As  per  Treasurer's  Report  and  other  sources, 

March  1,  1875,  $12,885.22 

Expenditures 

Paid  on  Notes  and  interest,  Roads 

and  Bridges,  Paupers,  Schools 

and  general  expenses,  $11,258.03 
Paid  investigating  town  affairs,  190.00 

 $11,448.03 


Balance  due  town.  Mar.  1,  '75,  in  Treasury,  $1,437.19 
Z.  D.  Gordon,  note  and  interest,  415.74 
W.  Mooney,       "  "  213.30 

On  Grovernment  Assignments,  '  1,954.06 

From  Liquor  Agent,  120.12 


,140.41 


Indebtedness  of  the  town,  $11,281.64 

DAVID  H.  SMITH,  )  Selectmen 

E.  G.  KELLEY,       V  of 

T.  P.  ROBINSON,   j  New  Hampton. 

Repoi't  of  Liquor  Agent. 
Amount  of  liquor  sold  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  18,  '75,  $222.86 
Cost  of  liquor  sold,  156.27 


Profit,  $66.59 
Agent's  salary,  60.00 


Net  profit,  $6.59 
Stock  on  hand,  $120.12 

I.  L.  ROBINSON,  Town  Agent. 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NEW  HAMPTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  9,  1875. 


Citizens  of  New  Hampton: — Your  Committee,  having  attend- 
ed to  the  superintendence  of  the  schools  in  the  town  during  the 
year,  submits  the  following  report : — 

Few  things  would  afford  us  greater  pleasure  than  to  be  able 
to  submit  a  report  brim  full  of  better  successes  in  our  schools 
than  we  have  chronicled  in  the  past.  In  some  instances  we  can 
speak  confidently  of  marked  improvement,  both  in  the  quality 
of  teaching,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge.  We  regret, 
however,  that  such  instances  are  the  exceptions  and  not  the 
general  rule.  The  facts  will  bear  us  out  in  saying  that,  by  far, 
too  little  has  been  accomplished  in  our  schools  this  year.  To 
say  that  nothing  has  been  done  would  not  be  true  ;  but  in  my 
opinion  that  only  a  tithe  of  the  good  has  been  bequeathed  to 
our  children,  by  the  common  schools  that  ought  to  have  been 
conferred  on  them,  is  true.  But  yo  u  may  reasonably  inquire, 
where  is  the  difficulty  ?  There  are  many  serious  difficulties  in 
connection  with  our  country  schools  which  ought  to  be  remedied. 
There  are  comparitively  few^  good  scholars  in  our  town.  The 
majority  of  them  are  backward,  and  many  of  them  seem  to 
have  little  ambition  to  improve  the  opportunities  they  do  have 
to  get  an  education. 


The  reasons  why  there  is  such  a  morbid  condition  among  the 
youth  of  the  present  generation,  are  apparent  to  every  one. 
There  is  a  culpable  lack  of  interest  with  parents  and  guardians 
in  regard  to  the  education  of  their  children.  No  man  would 
dare  to  risk  his  flocks,  his  herds,  or  his  horses  in  such  miserable 
accommodations  for  shelter  and  protection  from  the  weather, 
as  we  frequently  see  our  children  occupying  for  a  school-room. 
Fellow  citizens,  could  I  take  you  to  some  of  the  unseemly  huts 
where  your  children  are  compelled  to  assemble  for  school  duties 
when  the  Thermometer  stands  far  below  zero,  and  see  them 
hover  over,  and  shiver  around  an  old  cracked  stove,  smoking  at 
every  angle,  the  floor  of  the  room  so  open  that  gusts  of  wind 
have  free  circulation,  the  plastering  broken  through  in  numer- 
ous places,  the  window  sashes  clattering  with  broken  glass,  and 
everything,  both  exterior  and  interior,  presenting  the  most 
dilapidated  appearance  imaginable.  Would  you  then  ask  why 
your  boys  and  girls,  so  full  of  life,  have  not  been  interested  in 
their  schools,  and  why  they  have  not  made  better  progress  in 
their  studies  ?  By  no  means.  Your  only  wonder  would  be  that 
they  have  submitted  to  such  treatment  at  all.  The  fact  is,  we 
have  not  suitable  accommodations  for  our  schools.  In  the  six- 
teen districts  of  the  town  there  are  only  twelve  school  houses 
of  any  kind.  Of  these,  two  can  be  called  good,  three  mid- 
dling, and  seven  unfit  for  use.  While  this  state  of  things  ex- 
ists we  cannot  reasonably  expect  much  prosperity  in  our  schools. 
Another  reason  why  we  do  not  succeed  better  is  that  our  schools 
are  very  short.  The  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town  this 
year  is  $758.48.  The  amount  of  the  Literary  fund  is  $111.52. 
The  amount  of  the  School  fund  is  $60.00,  making  an  aggregate 
of  $930.  Hence  if  each  district  had  two  terms  in  the  year,  it 
would  give  less  than  thirty  dollars  for  the  whole  expense  of 
each  terra.  Now  if  we  reckon  the  wages  and  board  of  teach- 
ers, and  the  incidental  expenses  at  $7.50  per  week,  the  terms 
would  be  less  than  four  weeks  in  length.  This  seems  to  be  a 
very  small  amount  of  schooling,  but  the  statistics  show  us  that 
some  of  our  smaller  districts  have  but  one  term  of  six  or  seven 
weeks,  and  in  order  to  have  the  longest  school  possible  with  the 
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pittance  of  mone};  drawn,  the  cheapest  and  most  inexperienced 
teachers  are  employed.  It  must  be  hope  against  hope  to  ex- 
pect our  schools  to  be  profitable.  There  is  also  another  very 
serious  difficulty  which  every  teacher  meets,  and  which  no  Su- 
perintending School  Committee  can  hinder  without  the  co-oper- 
ation of  every  parent  and  guardian  that  sends  a  scholar  to  the 
district  school.  This  evil,  viz.,  the  multiplicity  of  text-books, 
is  one  of  the  most  damaging  that  we  have  to  contend  with.  In 
the  northerly  part  of  the  town  our  citizens  do  the  most  of  their 
trading  at  Ashland,  in  the  easterly  part,  at  Meredith,  in  the 
southerly  part,  at  Bristol,  hence  whatever  text-books  are  adopt- 
ed in  these  towns  are  brought  into  the  several  districts  adjoin- 
ing them  in  our  town.  Though  the  law  invests  the  Committee 
with  authority  to  forbid  the  use  of  any  book  not  properly  intro- 
duced, if  that  authority  were  urged  to  the  letter  it  would  sub- 
ject the  parents  to  great  expense. 

We  will  speak  of  but  one  or  two  more  evils  at  this  time,  which 
have  prevailed  too  generally  in  our  schools  this  year.  Teachers 
have  failed  b}'^  being  too  lenient  in  point  of  order.  Nothing  but 
a  firm,  determined  and,  perhaps'I  may  say,  rigid  discipline  can  se- 
cure the  point  of  excellence  absolutely  indespensable  to  a  profit- 
able school.  Kindness,  blended  with  firmness,  are  essential  ele- 
ments in  the  character  of  every  school  teacher. 

There  is  another  point  where  the  majority  of  our  teachers  have 
failed,  and  that  is  in  tryiny  to  do  too  much  themselves,  instead 
of  teaching  their  scholars  to  depend  upon  their  own  ability. 
Some  teachers  recite  whole  lessons  for  their  pupils.  In  some 
cases  we  have  actually  heard  the  scholars  propounding  the  ques- 
tions, and  the  teachers  answering  instead  of  the  children. 

These  are  some  of  the  evils  that  exist  in  our  schools.  You 
ask  how  they  can  be  remedied.  In  the  first  place,  we  wish  to 
say  our  schools  are  like  Gideon's  men,  "too  many."  Our  dis- 
tricts are  too  small ;  we  need  re-districting.  This  touches  an 
important  question.  It  involves  the  re-districting  of  the  whole 
State.  Portions  of  our  town  can  be  better  accommodated  by 
being  connected  with  districts  in  contiguous  towns.  We  must 
have  larger  schools,  and  if  our  scholars  have  to  go  longer  dis' 
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tances  than  tliey  now  do,  they  will  be  ampl}'  rewarded  by  hav- 
ing longer  terms,  and  greater  advantages.  What  particular 
plan  of  re-districting  would  be  most  feasible  is  a  problem  diffi- 
cult to  solve,  but  that  some  judicious  method  should  be  adopted 
is  very  apparent.  We  believe  the  lines  should  be  made  regard- 
less of  town  lines.  When  the  right  time  comes,  the  necessity 
of  this  change  will  be  so  apparent  that  it  will  be  made,  aud  if 
properly  made,  it  well  be  of  great  advantage.  Then  the  time 
will  come  to  remedy  the  next  evil,  by  tearing  down  the  old 
school  houses,  and  erecting  in  their  stead  those  that  shall  be 
comfortable,  to  say  the  least. 

The  remedy  for  the  evil  of  having  so  many  text  books,  can  be 
fiilly  met  only  by  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  throughout 
the  State.  Much  expense  would  be  saved,  especially  to  those 
families  who  frequently  move  from  one  town  to  another.  The 
Legislature  ought  to  regulate  this  matter,  whether  book-publish- 
ing establishments  oppose  the  measure,  or  not. 

Then  let  the  town  raise,  in  addition  to  what  the  law  now  re- 
quires, fifty  per  cent,  more  money,  and  that  will  etiable  us  to 
employ  a  more  competent  class  of  teachers  than  we  have  been 
obliged  to  hire  in  the  past.  And  every  teacher  ought  to  be 
hired  by  the  Superintending  School  Committee,  instead  of  by 
the  Prudential  Committee,  as  the  custom  now  is.  When  these 
changes  are  properly  made,  we  may  expect  to  see  a  change  for 
the  better  in  our  schools. 

Having  said  these  few  things  in  regard  to  the  schools  gener- 
ally, we  will  proceed  to  notice  particularly  each  school  b}'  itself. 

District  No.  1. 
There  were  two  terms  of  5  weeks  and  6  weeks  respectivel}*, 
taught  by  Miss  Ida  J  Cox,  of  Meredith.  We  consider  this 
teacher  one  of  the  most  efficient  employed  during  the  year.  In 
some  respects  this  school  is  a  difficult  one.  A  portion  of  the 
scholars  seem  to  think  they  have  the  undisputed  right  to  do  as 
they  please,  and  no  one  should  dictate  them  in  any  of  their  no- 
tions. But  Miss  Cox  assumed  the  rights  belonging  to  a  teach- 
er, and  governed  the  school  impartially,  and  in  a  manner  highly 
satisfactory.    In  clearness  of  explanation  and  thoroughness  of 
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instruction  she  has  not  been  excelled  in  town  this  year.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  the  first  term,  was  17  ; 
average  number,  15.  Whole  number,  second  term,  22  ;  average 
number,  17. 

District  No.  2. 

There  was  but  one  term  of  7  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie 
B.  Carleton,  of  New  Hampton.  The  school  house  in  this  dis- 
trict was  burned  several  years  ago.  Since  that  time  the  district 
has  occupied  the  school  house  in  No.  13,  and  the  scholars  of  both 
districts  have  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  both  schools.  This 
session  was  satisfactorily  conducted,  both  in  respect  to  disci- 
pline and  instruction.  Here  are  found  some  of  the  most  ad- 
vanced scholars  in  town,  and  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  the 
most  backward.  The  whole  number  of  scholars,  27  ;  average 
number,  25. 

District  No.  3. 
There  was  but  one  term  of  10  weeks,  taught  by  three  differ- 
ent teachers.  The  first  3  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Leah  F. 
Smith,  of  West  Campton.  The  school  opened  under  very  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  and  was  doing  finely,  when  the  teacher 
met  with  an  accident  which  obliged  her  to  leave  the  school. 
The  next  two  weeks  were  kept  by  Miss  Almeda  M.  Emerson,  of 
New  Hampton.  This  also  bid  fair  to  be  successful,  but  this 
teacher,  in  consequence  of  failing  health,  could  not  continue  the 
term.  The  last  half  of  the  school  was  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  E.  A  Meservey,  of  New  Hampton,  an  experienced  and 
competent  teacher.  As  a  matter  of  course  there  was  not  as 
much  interest  as  there  would  have  been  if  the  term  had  not 
been  interrupted,  and  changed  hands  so  many  times.  Still 
there  was  considerable  improvement  made  by  the  majority  of 
the  pupils.  This  school  has  sustained  a  very  excellent  reputa- 
tion for  several  years.  As  many  as  twelve  scholars  from  this 
district,  within  three  years,  have  been  connected  with  New 
Hampton  Institution,  all  of  whom  have  ranked  among  the  best, 
both  in  scholarship  and  deportment.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
district  school.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  13  ;  average  num- 
ber, 10. 
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District  No.  4. 

There  have  been  three  terms  of  6  weeks,  7  weeks,  and  12 
weeks,  respectively.  The  first  and  second  terms  were  kept  by 
Miss  Hannah  B.  Smith,  ot*  New  Hampton.  The  scholars  in 
this  district  need  a  most  rigid  discipline.  The  teacher  labored 
to  the  best  of  her  abilit}'  to  give  satisfaction,  and  it  is  justly 
due  to  say  that  there  was  a  marked  improvement,  especially 
during  the  second  term.  The  government  and  the  recitations 
were  better  at  the  close  of  the  school,  than  at  the  beginning  of 
it.  The  tendency  of  the  scholars  is  to  hurry  over  their  books 
without  having^  a  thorouorh  knowledoje  of  them.  We  found  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  put  several  classes  back.  In  reading, 
eveiy  class  was  put  back  a  whole  book  in  the  series  of  Readers. 
The  greatest  difficulty  in  this  school,  is  now,  and  has  been  in 
the  past,  the  lack  of  discipline  and  through  instruction.  With- 
out these,  there  can  be  very  little  real  success.  The  scholar- 
ship in  this  district  is  no  better  than  the  average  in  town,  nnd 
we  have  three  times  the  amount  of  schooling.  Not  to  find 
fault,  we  think  the  teacher  was  too  lenient  and  too  kind  to  suc- 
ceed well  in  this  school,  while  in  other  schools  she  might  give 
good  satisfaction.  We  know  her  intention  is  good,  and  that  she 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  all  her  pupils. 

The  third  term  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Joseph  W. 
Heath,  of  New  Hampton.  He  is  well  qualified  for  a  teacher, 
and  worked  very  hard  all  through  the  term  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  his  scholars,  and  a  portion  of  them  made  commendable 
improvement,  while  others  made  little  advancement.  His  in- 
terest for  his  pupils  was  so  great  that  he  did  too  much  for  them  ; 
that  is,  he  aided  them  in  their  recitations  when  they  ought  to 
have  depended  upon  themselves.  No  teacher  can  do  the  work 
of  the  scholar.  Just  as  every  boy  must  exercise  his  own  mus- 
cles in  order  to  become  a  strong,  well  developed  man,  so  must 
every  mind  be  trained  to  do  its  own  thinking,  in  order  to  be- 
come a  good  scholar.  It  seems  to  me  this  was  the  greatest 
fault  of  the  teacher,  that  he  allowed  himself  to  do  too  much  of 
the  thinking  for  his  scholars.  The  whole  number  of  scholars, 
first  term,  29  ;  average  numbei',  24.     Whole  number,  .second 
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term,  26  ;  aA^erage  number,  24.  Whole  nnmbcr,  third  term,  32  ; 
average  number,  22. 

District  No.  5. 

There  was  one  term  of  8  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Abbie  J. 
HuRD,  of  Gilmanton.  This  school  is  one  of  the  kind  that  will 
not  go  of  itself.  It  requires  constant  drilling.  The'  teacher 
did  the  work  of  teaching  well.  Those  scholars  who  were  in- 
clined to  study  made  good  advancement,  but  those  scholars  who 
were  not  inclined  to  study  were  not  compelled  to  get  their  les- 
sons, as  they  ought  to  have  been  made  to  do  it,  by  the  deter- 
mined will  of  the  teacher.  The  best  thing  I  can  report  of  this 
school  is,  that  it  was  partly  successful,  and  partly  not  success- 
ful. The  teacher's  method  of  instruction  was  good,  but  the 
habits  of  study  were  allowed  to  be  altogether  too  loose.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars,  17  ;  average  number,  14. 

District  No.  6. 

There  was  one  term  of  10  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Emma 
Shaw,  of  New  Hampton.  Though  this  was  her  first  term,  yet 
she  succeeded  very  nicely.  Her  bearing  in  the  school-room 
was  such  that  her  pupils  seemed  to  feel  that  reverence  which  is 
due  a  teacher.  The  order  was  good,  and  the  instruction  of 
such  a  character  that  the  scholars  could  understand  it.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars,  9  ;  average,  7. 

District  No.  7. 

There  were  two  terms  of  8  weeks  each.  The  first  term  was 
Instructed  by  Miss  M.  F.  Emmons,  of  Bristol.  The  school  ap- 
peared well  at  both  visits  of  your  Committee.  The  teacher  en- 
deavored to  interest  her  pupils,  and  their  recitations  showed 
that  her  efforts  were  not  fruitless.  The  improvement  made  in 
the  various  branches  taught  was  very  satisfactory. 

The  second  term  was  kept  by  Miss  Jennie  S.  Emmons,  of 
Bristol.  The  discipline  was  good.  The  pupils  very  generally 
made  an  effort  to  learn.  This  district  has  one  of  the  two  school 
houses  in  town,  that  are  really  fit  for  use.  There  is  no  one 
thing  that  can  contribute  more  to  the  prosperity  of  a  school 
than  good  accommodations.    We  wish  every  district  in  town 
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could  realize  the  importance  of  this  fact.  The  whole  number  of 
scholars,  first  term,  12  ;  average  number,  10.  Whole  number 
second  term,  15  ;  average,  13. 

District  No.  8. 
There  ^was  no  school.    The  district  is  only  a  fragment  of 
what  it  used  to  be.    The  amount  of  money  is  small,  and  has 
not  been  drawn. 

District  No.  9. 
There  are  no  scholars  in  the  district,  hence  there  could  be  no 
school. 

District  No.  10. 

There  were  two  terms  of  7  weeks  each.  The  first  term  was 
kept  by  Miss  Ida  J.  Dalton,  of  Bridgewater.  The  school  was 
well  conducted.  The  scholars  are  few  and  small,  but  they 
learned  well. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Esther  E.  Ellis,  of 
New  Hampton.  She  is  a  competent  teacher,  and  well  qualified 
to  teach  in  any  of  our  common  schools.  She  took  all  the  inter- 
est in  the  school  that  could  be  asked.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 4,  each  term,  and  very  few  absences. 

District  No.  11. 

There  was  one  term  of  eight  weeks  taught  by  Miss  Abbie 
A.  MuDGETT,  of  New  Hampton.  The  school  was  well  conducted 
.and  as  good  improvement  was  made  as  could  be  expected  in  so 
miserable  a  house.  The  scholars  are  well  disposed  and  the 
teacher  cheerfully  rendered  them  ail  the  assistance  they  needed. 
Whole  number  of  scholars,  12  ;  average  number,  11. 

District  No.  12. 

There  was  no  school.  This  is  also  a  broken  district  and  as  I 
understand  only  one  family  having  scholars.  The  money  in 
this  district  has  not  been  drawn. 

District  No.  13. 

There  were  two  terms  of  four  weeks  and  five  weeks  respect- 
ively. Both  terms  were  instructed  by  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Carleton 
of  New  Hampton.    What  was  said  of  the  school  in  number  two , 
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which  was  held  in  this  district,  and  kept  bj  the  same  teacher, 
is  applicable  to  this  school.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  first 
term,  22  ;  average  number,  21 ;  whole  number,  second  term,  25  ; 
average  number,  20. 

The  district  formerly  known  as  No.  14 ;  was  discontinue^ 
many  years  ago. 

District  No.  15. 

There  was  one  term  of  seven  weeks  taught  by  Miss  Annie 

P.  Smith,  of  New  Hampton.    The  multiplied  successes  that 

have  attended  the  efforts  of  this  teacher  in  the  schools  of  our 

own  town  and  of  other  towns,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  a 

good  school.    No  scholar  can  be  under  her  instruction  without 

being  benefitted.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  10 ;  average 
number,  7. 

District  No.  16. 
There  were  two  terms  of  six  weeks,  and  seven  weeks  respect- 
ively. Both  were  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  Sanborn,  of  New 
Hampton.  This  was  the  teacher's  first  school,  but  she  succeed- 
ed well,  and  with  experience  will  no  doubt  become  a  good  teacher. 
The  school  made  good  progress.  The  whole  number  of  scholars 
first  term,  17  ;  average  number,  15  ;  second  term,  whole  num- 
ber, 12  ;  average  number,  11. 

District  No.  17. 
There  was  one  term  of  nine  weeks  taught  by  Miss  Annie  R. 
Cox,  of  Holdemess.  This  district  is  united  with  Centre  Har- 
bor, Ashland  and  Holdemess.  The  Committee  of  Ashland 
gave  the  teacher  a  certificate  and  will  report  the  school  in  that 
town.  The  school  was  conducted  in  a  straight  forward  common 
sense  way.  I  made  but  one  visit  which  was  near  the  beginning 
of  the  term.  At  that  time  it  bid  fair  to  be  a  profitable  school, 
and  I  have  learned  nothing  since  to  the  contrary.  The  whole 
number  of  scholars  9  ;  average  number,  8. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  PRESCOTT,  Sup.  School  Committee. 
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treasurer's  report 


The  Treasurer  in  account  with 

The'  Town  of  New  Hampton,  Dr. 

Cash  on  hand,  March  1,  1875,  $1,437.19 
Selectmen,  C.  Blanchard's  tax  1875,  8.94 
John  M.  Flanders,  jr.,  coll.  '75,  amt.  of  assessment,  7,105.92 


County  of  Belknap,  paupers. 

71  00 

State  Saving's  Bank  tax, 

"     Railroad  tax, 

OkJ.IO 

"     Literary  fund. 

1  09  '^4. 

I.  L.  Robinson,  Liquor  Agt.  1874, 

OL.  i  O 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Bugbee,  note, 

<)00  00 

V\J\J  .\J\J 

A.  B.  Kelley, 

u 

99  00 

Li  ^  .\J\J 

Levi  Carter, 

100.00 

L.  S.  Gordon, 

u 

300.00 

Sarah  P.  Robinson, 

;c 

175.00 

Calvin  S.  Huckins, 

400.00 

Florence  D.  Kelley, 

u 

22.00 

C.  S.  Flanders, 

u 

50.00 

John  Gordon, 

130.00 

Climena  Hight, 

100.00 

G.  W.  Roberts, 

(( 

300.00 

Simeon  D.  Huckins, 

u 

150.00 

Charles  B.  Huckins, 

80.00 

Edson  K.  Smith, 

u 

140.00 

Ella  M.  Smith, 

80.00 

Daniel  E.  Fifield, 

350.00 

Curtis  A.  Gordon, 

u 

200.00 

Orphia  Webber, 

i(. 

115.43 

Benj.  F.  Gordon,  2d, 

ii 

670.00 

D.  E.  Fifield, 

ti 

101.90 

$13,684.59 
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The  Treasurer  in  account  with 

The  Town  of  New  Hampton,  Cr. 

Paupers. 

Paid  Plummer  &  Reno,  supplies  for  Mrs.  G.  B.  Conner,  $42.10 

D.  H.  Smith,  expense  for  W.  L.  Fairfield,  36.00 

J.  W.  Merrick,  board  of  Matha  Howe,  90.00 

J.  D.  Morrill,  clothing  for  Conner  boy,  12.50 

Cash  paid.  Mrs.  G.  B.  Conner,  18.00 

S.  Plaisted,  board  of  A.  J.  Harden,  20.00 

A.  C.  Whipple,  medical  aid,  18.70 
S.  P.  Huckins,  expense  to  Laconia,  and  board  of 

W.  L.  Fairfield,  10.00 
O.  Goss,  medical  aid  Mrs.  G.  B.  Conner,  7.00 

County  of  Belknap,  board  of  N.  D.  Smith,  76.50 

"  "  "  W.  L.  Fairfield,  14.00 

J.  W.  Merrick,  clothing  for  M.  Howe,  3.50 
A.  Burpee,  supplies  for  T.  Furguson,  9.92 
N.  J.  Johnson,  board  of  paupers,  3.33 
D.  W.  Shaw,  wood  for  O.  Stewart,  1.75 
K.  W.  Smith,    ^'  "  1.00 

A.  Burpee  &  Co,  supplies  for  Sanborn,  12.07 


$376.37 

Schools. 

Paid  N.  B.  Boynton,  District  No.  1,  $76.65 

D.  H.  Smith,  2,  49.26 
John  P.  Smith,  3,  84.18 
A.  R.  Glidden,  4,  190.00 
C.B.Sargent,  "  78.64 
John  P.  Drake,  5,  70.32 
Geo.  R.  Downingy  6,  61.16 
F.L.Blake,  7,  95.69 
James  Gordon,                    8,  8.80 

E.  A.  Dalton,  10,  28.53 
Rufus  Flanders,  11,  45.64 
S.  S.  Plaisted,  jr.,              13,  76.07 
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Paid  J.  M.  Smith,  District  No.  15,  $48.57 
Warren  B.  Gordon,  16,  54.64 

L.  H.  Smith,  17,  '  18.31 


$986.46 

Paid  State  Tax,  $1,016.00 

County  tax,  $1,592.65 

Notes  and  Interest. 

Paid  A.  B.  Kelloy,  $15.97 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Bngbee,  902.25 

"                 "  247.75 

Jacob  S.  Worthen,                               -  237.75 

Edward  M.  Hnckins,  347.23 

"       u  64,96 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Weed,  30.00 

"         "       "  26.00 

"         "       "  24.50 

Mary  J.  Wallace,  107.20 

Charlotte  Dyer,  231.91 

Julia  E.  Wallace,  100.00 

Curtis  A.  Gordon,  119.62 

"              <^  60.80 

Orphia  Hancock,  38.53 

Orphia  Webber,  26.90 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Bugbee,           "  22.00 

Luther  Robinson,  348.12 

Wm.  Eaton,  Admr.,  500.00 

Levi  Carter,  36.00 

Benj.  S.  Gordon,  2nd,  674.80 

Mary  J.  Wallace,  100.00 

Sarah  P.  Robinson,  50.00 

C.  S.  Flanders,  51.50 
Sarah  P.  Robinson,  50.00 

D.  E.  Fifield,  101.90 


$4,515.69 
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Services. 

L.  S.  Gordon,  Auditor  in  1874,  $2.00 

K.  W.  Smith,       "            "  2.00 

Wm.  C.  Sargent,  Police,  18.75 

E.  G-.  Kelley,  Selectman,  92.00 

K.  W.  Smith,       "  95.00 

S.  G.  Kelley,        "  60.00 

C.  D.  Thyng,  Treasurer,  50.00 

J.  M.  Flanders,  jr.,  Collector,  70.00 

A.  R.  Glidden,  Town  Clerk,  24.00 

M.  C.  Burpee,     "  10.00 

E.  H.  Prescott,  Supt.  School  Committee,  65.00 

H.  F.  Snow,  Police,  25.00 

A.  F.  Dolloff,  Police  in  1874,  4.00 

J.  W.  Moore,  Police,  2.50 


$520.25 

Sheep  Damage. 

Paid  O.  R.  Woodman,  1874,  5.00 
Oren  Plaisted,  "  6.00 
D.  M.  Kelley,         "  .  5.00 

Geo.  Brown,  "  .  10.25 


$26.25 

School-house  Tax. 
J.  H.  Harper,  Dist.  No.  15,  $25.00 
J.  B.  Sanborn,  "       "   7,  33.00 


$58.00 

Roads  and  Bridges. 

Paid  F.  O.  Wallace,  breaking  roads,  $2.92 

G.  W.  Ellis,  labor  on  highway,  2.00 

W.  S.  Plaisted,  "  3.00 

L.B.Wells,       breaking  roads,  47.58 

R.  B.  Tilton,           "          "  71.66 
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Rufus  Flanders,  breaking  roads, 

$20.55 

John  H.  Harper,      "  " 

57.80 

S.  G.  Kelley,  repairing  Sinclair  hill, 

8.00 

H.  F.  Gordon,  cutting  ice  on  pier, 

2.50 

M.  C.  Burpee,    "  " 

a 

3.00 

Cutting  Favor,       breaking  roads. 

28.16 

W.  E.  Veasey,  " 

47.99 

T.  B.  Flanders,  " 

a 

85.03 

J.  W.  Merrick,  " 

u 

12.25 

S.  H.  Tilton,  " 

u 

55.02 

W.  B.  Gordon,  " 

u 

7.50 

J.  C.  Fox,  " 

(( 

148.21 

S.  G.  Kelley, 

a 

22.00 

D.  H.  Smith,  " 

u 

30.34 

K.  W.  Smith,  " 

it 

106.07 

Geo.  W.  Ellis,  " 

u 

22.40 

John  C.  Smith,  " 

19.00 

C.  P.  Stevens,  " 

34.05 

D.  T.  Smith, 

10.50 

F.  0.  Wallace,  " 

^^ 

32.35 

S.  B.  Cram,  " 

u 

32.62 

Calvin  S.  Huckins, 

33.30 

C.  P.  Huckins,  " 

24.00 

Thomas  B.  Flanders,  " 

6.45 

Daniel  Veasey,  " 

u 

29.77 

D.  W.  Shaw,  " 

(( 

3.75 

J.  F.  Prescott,  repairing  Wallace  bridge. 

11.50 

J.  D.  Robinson,  breaking  roads, 

31.58 

R.  M.  Gordon,  " 

29.41 

Oren  Plaisted, 

28.60 

0.  Blake,  plank. 

20.64 

S.  Plaisted,  jr.,  plank. 

4.48 

Samuel  Goss,  breaking  roads. 

13.05 

F.  D.  Sanborn,     "  " 

4.80 

N.  D.  Boynton,    "  " 

44.72 

D.  B.  Colby,        "  " 

18.00 

D.  W.  Shaw,  repairing  bridge. 

40.75 

8 


Paid  W.  R.  Dearborn,  work  on  Sinclair  Hill,  $7.50 

J.  H.  Harper,  plank  in  1874,  7.03 

Joshua  Johnson,  labor,  4.50 

F.  D.  Sanborn,  plank  for  bridge,  18.56 

C.  P.  Steavens,  labor  on  highway,  21.75 

D.  Woodman,  plank,  4.00 
J.  W.  Merrick,  breaking  roads,  2.00 


$1,322.64 

General  Expenses. 

Paid  C.  P.  Steaven,  non-resident  tax  worked,  $9.60 

R.  W.  Musgrove,  printing  reports,  40.00 

J.  W.  Moore,  express,  .60 

"          "    oil  for  bridge,  6.65 

B.  W.  Sanborn  &  Co.,  General  Statutes,  4.50 
T.  B.  Burns,  board  of  selectmen,  2.50 
E.  C.  Eastman,  Collector's  book,  1.65 
State  Reform  School,  board  W.  H.  Dow,  31.43 
R.  W.  Musgrove,  printing  town  notes,  1.50 

C.  D.  Thyng,  stationery,  2.37 
J.  H.  Plaisted,  over-tax  in  1873,  1.88 
W.  A.  George,  lighting  bridge,  '  24.00 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Prescott,  watering  trough,  3.00 
Cash  Expense,  assessing,  2.25 
Witness  fees,  in  road  case,  2.05 
J.  M.  Cotton,  hotel  bill  and  team  for  Commissioners,  58.00 
S.  S.  Plaisted,  watering  trough,  3.00 
L.  S.  Perley,  surveying  road,  19.00 
John  C.  Smith,  W.  L.  Fairfield,  tax  1866,  1.60 
Town  Clerk  of  Greenland,  copy  of  Records,  0 
J.  C.  Fox,  meals  for  Commissioners,  3  0 

A.  R.  Glidden,  use  of  team  to  Ashland,  1  0 

B.  S.  Gordon,  2d,  non-resident  tax  worked,  21  0 
T.  B.  Burns,  board  of  A.  F.  Pike,  1  •  5 
John  H.  Smith,  land  damages,  30  0 
A.  Burpee  &  Co.,  powder  and  fuse,  ]  7 
J.  H.  Harper,  watering  trough.  i  0 
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Paid  J.  W.  Moore,  Record  Book,  $1.40 

Henry  L.  Smith,  attendance  at  court,  3.75 

"          "          travelling  fees,  1.75 

"                     Robinson  case,  1.25 

T.  B.  Burns,  damage  to  liorse,  50.00 

A.  F.  Pike,  Services  in  road  case,  50.00 

Taxes  abated  in  1875,  64.82 

4                    Taxes  paid  out  of  town,  14.80 

Over-tax,  18.49 

Non-resident  taxs  worked,  64.88 

Taxes  abated  on  money  loaned  the  town,  122.91 

E.  G.  Kelley,  horse  hire,  8.50 

Board  of  Selectmen,  15.00 

Cash  expenses  out  of  town,  1.00 

K.  W.  Smith,  use  of  team  out  of  town,  8.50 

"          "       "         "    assessing  in  Sept.,  6.00 

"          "     postage  and  cash  expenses,  6.16 

"          "     car  fare  to  Laconia,  6.70 

S.  G.  Kelley,  use  of  team  out  of  town,  5.00 

Town  Clerk  of  "Warren,  copy  of  records,  .50 

D.  H.  Ames,  services  in  road  case,  2.00 

J.  H.  Berry,  non-resident  tax  worked,  4.15 

C.  D.  Thyng,  postage,  &c.,  1.33 

Mary  J.  Wallace,  land  damage,  8.00 

I.  L.  Robinson,  error  in  settlement,  7.05 

J.  S.  Piper,  for  Investigating  Committee,  23.00 


$775.14 
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Recapitulation. 

Receipts,  $13,684.59 

Paid  pauper  bills,  $376.37 
School  tax,  986.46 

State  tax,  1,016.00 

County  tax,  1,592.65 

Notes  and  interest,  4,515.69 
Services,  520.25 
Sheep  damages,  26.25 
School-house  tax,  58.00 

Roads  and  bridges,  1,322.64 
General  expenses,  775.14 

Cash  on  hand,  March  1,  1876,  2,495.14 

 $13,684.59 


New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  Feb.  24,  1876. 
This  may  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  foregoing  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correctly  cast  and  prop- 
erly vouched. 


J.  S.  PIPER,  \  A  ri'f  o 
L.  S.  GORDON, 
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Toimi  Debt,  March  1,  1876. 


Daniel  Veasev, 

Note  and  interest,  5 

n,007.64 

Wm.  Boswell, 

u 

358.65 

D.  E.  Fifield, 

u 

i( 

101.90 

u  u 

u 

•  93.63 

u  u 

(( 

i( 

358.75 

Joseph  S.  Drake, 

(( 

(( 

71.56 

u 

a 

135.75 

Levi  Carter. 

(( 

208.96 

u 

418.00 

u  u 

(( 

105.00 

J.  S.  Piper, 

(( 

u 

112.67 

(( 

(( 

39.71 

L.  S.  Gordon, 

(( 

1,436.03 

fc( 

(( 

123.87 

(( 

316.50 

Ebenezer  Fisk, 

u 

136.65 

Benj.  S.  Grordon, 

314.60 

Dana  Woodman,  Guar.  E.  L.  Piper,  note  and  interest, 

186.30 

John  C.  Huckins, 

note  and  interest. 

86.00 

John  Gordon, 

u 

(( 

298.57 

u 

135.00 

Calvin  S.  Huckins, 

132.28 

Marj  E.  Flanders, 

(; 

u 

426.15 

Lydia  D.  Burley, 

(( 

170.98 

S.  P.  Smith, 

t( 

270.75 

Polley  C.  Kelley, 

u 

(( 

472.20 

Abbie  A.  Sanborn, 

u 

ii 

1,503.25 

James  B.  Sanborn, 

(; 

a 

176.14 

Wm.  Eaton,  Estate  of  S.  J. 

Smith,  note  and  interest. 

294.00 

C.  S.  Flanders, 

note  and  interest, 

423.23 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Bugbee, 

254.60 

K.  W.  Smith, 

a 

(( 

1,355.06 

Mary  J.  Wallace, 

(( 

U 

168.00 

Sarah  Brawn, 

^( 

790.45 

IMrs.  S.  P.  Robinson 

a 

« 

111.38 

u 

84.00 

12 


Betsey  C.  Swan, 

note  and  interest, 

$33.30 

Julia  E.  Wallace, 

u 

146.12 

Charles  B.  Huckins, 

(( 

121.68 

Simeon  D.  Huckins, 

(( 

44.25 

Annie  S.  Gordon, 

54.60 

Benevolent  Society  of  New  Hampt 

on,  note  and  interest. 

109.92 

G.  W.  Roberts, 

note  and  interest. 

762.70 

Alvah  B.  Kelley, 

23.32 

Calvin  S.  Huckins, 

422.00 

Florence  D.  Kelley, 

u 

23.10 

Miss  C.  Hight, 

(( 

103.25 

G.  W.  Roberts, 

u 

(( 

309.20 

Simeon  D.  Huckins, 

u 

(( 

154.20 

Charles  B.  Huckins, 

u 

82.24 

Edson  K.  Smith, 

k( 

(( 

143.64 

Ella  M.  Smith, 

(( 

u 

82.08 

D.  E.  Fifield, 

(( 

359.10 

Orphia  Webber, 

u 

l( 

118.00 

Curtis  A.  Gordon, 

il 

(( 

204.60 

Benj.  S.  Gordon,  2d, 

u 

u 

678.71 

$16,654.32 
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Estimated  Standing  of  Town. 

Notes  outstanding  March  1,  1876,  $16,654.32 
Receipts,  $13,684.59 

Expenditures : 
Paid  on  Notes  and  interest,  R-oads  and 
Bridges,  Paupers,  Schools  and  Gene- 
ral Expenses,  11,189.45 


Balance  due  town,  in  Treas.  Mar.  1,  '76,  $2,495.14 
Z.  D.  Gordon,  note  and  interest,  440.69 
Washington  Moone^^,  note  and  interest,  226.09 
On  Government  Assignments,  1,954.06 
From  Liquor  Agent,  88.37 

 $5,204.35 

Total  indebtedness  of  the  Town,  $11,449.97 

CD.  TBYNG,  Treasurer. 

Liquor  Agenfs  Report. 

Value  of  liquor  received  of  I.  L.  Robinson,  former 

Agent,  March,  1875,  "  $50.92 

Value  of  kegs,  demejohns,  &c.,  37.45 

Agent's  salary,  1.17 


$89.54 


Liquor  on  hand  Feb.  22,  1876,  .  $48.89 

Kegs,  demejohns,  &c.,  34.20 

Profit  on  Liquor  sold,  ^  1.17 

Cash  on  hand,  5.28 


.54 


WARREN  LOUD,  Agent. 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NEW  HAMPTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1st,  1876. 


Citizens  of  New  Hampton : — Having  attended  to  the  duties 
enjoined  on  the  Superintending  School  Committee,  I  ask  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report : — 

The  old  adage  is  no  doubt  true,  that  "hammering  cold  iron 
effects  very  little  ;"  but  the  little  thus  effected,  when  you  have 
no  fire  to  heat  the  iron,  is  worth  the  cost  of  hammering  if  you 
mould  it  into  the  right  shape.  I  have  sometimes  thought 
the  annual  report  of  the  School  Committee  might  about  as  well 
be  left  out  of  the  programme  as  not.  Our  schools  are  so  stere- 
otj^ped  that  any  suggestions  made  for  their  improvement,  soon 
become  an  old  story.  But  perhaps  as  moral  truth  needs  to  be 
repeated  again  and  again,  that  it  may  be  effective,  so  in  regard 
to  the  interests  of  our  common  schools  ;  the  people  need  "precept 
upon  precept,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little" 
which  may  in  the  end  prove  beneficial.  Our  schools  have  accom- 
plished something  the  past  year,  but  there  is  ample  room  for 
them  to  make  improvement.  There  has  been  some  interest 
manifested  in  the  education  of  the  children  in  this  town,  but 
that  interest  ought  to  be  increased  by  a  multiplied  ratio. 

Very  few  feel  the  importance  of  this  matter  as  they  ought  to 
feel  it.  The  tendency  is  to  throw  off  responsibility.  The  ob- 
sticles  are  various  which  hinder  the  best  results  from  growing 
out  of  our  schools.  Some  of  these  are  difficult  to  remedy.  For 
instance,  one  of  the  greatest  evils  we  meet  with  is  a  lack  of  in- 
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terest  on  the  part  of  rn rents  and  guardians.  Apparently  man^^ 
are  less  interested  in  the  education  of  their  children  than  they 
are  in  the  growth  of  their  stock  and  the  cultivation  of  their 
farms.  Some  people  are  more  anxious  to  lay  up  money  for 
their  children  to  use  in  the  future,  than  they  are  to  give  them  a 
good  education.  But  it  seem  to  me  that  a  well  cultured  mind 
is  the  best  patrimony  that  can  be  bestowed  on  our  children. 
Moneyed  estates  are  frequently  squandered  or  otherwise  lost  by 
the  heirs,  but  an  education  is  like  an  annuity  for  life.  It  is  an 
inexhaustable  inheritance.  There  is  another  inconsistency  of 
which  we  are  guilty  and  which  very  few  of  us  realize.  I  have 
reference  to  the  miserable  condition  of  our  school-houses.  We 
think  wprm,  comfortable  houses,  with  rooms  nicel}^  carpeted 
and  furnished,  are  indespensible  for  us  to  live  in  ;  but  as  for  the 
warmth  of  our  school-rooms,  or  their  comfort  in  any  respect, 
that  is  the  last  thing  to  claim  our  attention.  The  most  of  our 
school-houses  are  unfit  for  use.  They  are  so  open  and  cold  that 
the  health  of  the  scholars  are  endangered  b}'  constant  exposure. 
The  inside  arrangements  are  so  exceedingly  uncouth,  that  they 
are  neither  attractive  nor  comfortable.  The  rude  benches  and 
desks  are  so  awkwardly  constructed  that  the  scholars  cannot  sit 
on  them  without  extreme  torture.  Is  it  a  thing  incredible  if 
our  children  should  contract  diseases  of  the  spine  and  lungs, 
that  will  end  in  deformity  for  life,  or  consumption  and  death? 
These  buildings  are  usually  located  in  some  out  of  the  way 
place,  occupying  the  poorest  land,  and  the  least  possible  amount 
of  it  that  they  can  be  squeezed  into,  affording  no  room  for  play- 
gi'ounds  whatever.  In  many  instances  a  few  dollars  expended 
judiciousl}^  in  suitable  repairs,  would  render  these  houses  passa- 
bly comfortable  for  the  time  being  ;  but  committees  and  parents 
are  too  indifferent  to  attend  to  a  matter  of  such  trivial  impor- 
tance. 

Our  schools  are  generally  small.  In  some  districts  where 
there  used  to  be  large  schools,  there  are  now  very  few  scholars, 
if  any.  This  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  within  a  few  years 
three  districts  have  become  entirely  extinct ;  and  a  fourth  one 
has  had  no  scholars  of  its  own  for  two  or  three  years  past.  In 
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other  districts  there  are  not  more  than  six  or  eight  scholars, 
and  they  have  only  from  six  to  ten  weeks'  school  during  the 
year.  Scholars,  who  have  no  other  opportunity  to  attend  school, 
cannot  be  expected  to  make  very  rapid  progress  or  much  ad- 
vancement. This  suggests  that  there  should  be  some  general 
method  adopted  for  redistricting  throughout  the  State,  which 
shall  afford  better  advantages  to  the  countr}^  towns. 

There  is  another  subject  which  claims  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  that  is,  uniformit}'^  in  the  use  of  text-books.  While 
school  officers  are  changed  frequentU^,  and  the  multitude  of 
book-makers  are  so  urgent  to  introduce  their  works  into  the 
schools,  it  is  impossible  to  have  uniformit}^  unless  the  State 
authority  shall  regulate  it  by  a  goneral  law.  As  it  is  now,  when 
families  change  from  one  town  to  another,  they  are  almost  inva- 
riably obliged  to  purchase  a  different  set  of  text-books.  This 
incurs  an  expense,  which  many  are  unable  to  bear.  If  the  whole 
State  used  the  same  kind  of  books,  it  would  be  comparatively 
easy  to  make  an  enchange  when  necessar}^ 

The  most  common  fault  noticed  in  the  schools  this  year  has 
been  a  want  of  good  discipine.  Some  very  excellent  teachers, 
in  other  respects,  fail  in  governing.  No  school  can  be  profit- 
able that  is  not  well  governed.  The  best  t}'pe  of  discipline 
is  shown  by  the  teacher  who  can  govern  his  school  well  with  the 
IcpiSt  dispUiy.  The  scholar  that  obeys  without  being  aware  of 
the  fact  that  his  teacher  is  leading  him,  yeilds  a  better  obedi- 
ence than  the  one  who  is  whipped  to  obey  the  law.  Kindness 
and  firmness  combined  will  usually  secure  good  order,  without 
the  use  of  the  rod ;  but  when  these  measures  fail  to  win  the 
scholar's  good  will,  it  should  be  remembered  that  compulsory 
obediance  is  better  than  none,  and  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

The  whole  number  of  districts,  having  schools  this  year,  has 
been  thirteen.  The  whole  number  of  terms,  eighteen.  The 
average  length  of  terms,  eight  weeks.  The  whole  number  of 
scholars  attending  school  not  less  than  two  weeks,  275  ;  the 
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average  number,  240.  The  number  of  different  teachers  employ- 
ed has  been  thirteen.  The  average  wages  paid,  including  board, 
has  been  $24.00  per  month. 

District  No.  1. 

There  Was  one  term  of  nine  weeks  and  three  days,  taught  by 
Mr.  B.  R.  Dearborn,  of  Meredith.  The  whole  number  of 
scholars  was  22  ;  average  number,  19.  The  amount  of  wages 
paid,  which  invariably  includes  board,  was  $30.00  per  month. 
Mr.  Dearborn  is  a  3'oung  man  possessing  many  amiable  traits 
of  character,  and  is  an  excellent  scholar  ;  and  when  he  engaged 
the  school,  we  anticipated  the  best  success.  But  on  visiting  the 
school  at  the  first  of  the  term,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  the  order  so  loose.  The  scholars  took  liberties  which  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  in  the  school-room.  There  was  a  restlessness 
manifested  by  the  school  which  made  it  seem  confused.  The 
teacher  needed  to  exercise  a  little  more  authority.  This  was 
his  first  term.  No  doubt  with  more  experience  he  will  make 
an  eflScient  teacher.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  was  misinformed 
as  to  the  time  of  closing  the  school,  I  did  not  visit  it  at  the 
close  of  the  term.  I  wish  to  say  that  this  school  needs  an  ex- 
perienced teacher,  and  one  that  is  wide  awake,  and  thoroughly 
in  earnest.  With  such  a  teacher,  only,  can  they  have  a  profit- 
able school. 

District  No.  2. 

This  district  had  one  term  of  eight  weeks,  taught  by  Miss 
Abbie  a.  MuDGETT,  of  Ncw  Hamptou.  The  wiiole  number  of 
scholars  attending  was  18  ;  average,  16.  Wages  paid,  $24.00 
per  month.  No.  2  has  no  school-house  in  the  district,  it  being 
burned  several  years  ago  ;  but  they  unite  with  No.  13,  and 
thereby  secure  longer  schools  in  both  districts.  The  greatest 
fault  with  this  school  was  in  the  discipline.  The  teacher  was  too 
lenient.  The  school-room  was  too  noisy  and  there  was  too  lit- 
tle study.  The  teacher  worked  hard  with  her  classes,  and  tried 
to  help  them'  more  than  they  appreciated.  This  school  needs  to 
be  brought  into  line  by  a  strict,  continued  discipline. 
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District  No.  3. 

There  was  one  term  of  twelve  weeks,  taught  by  Mrs.  Annie 
E.  Seavey,  of  Rye.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  9  ;  average  num- 
ber, 5.  Wages,  $24.00  per  month.  The  reputation  of  this  teach- 
er has  been  well  known  in  this  town  for  a  long  time,  which  was 
fully  sustained  in  this  school.  The  number  of  scholars  was 
small,  but  they  made  good  improvement. 

District  No.  4. 

There  were  three  terms  of  8,  11,  and  10  weeks,  respectively, 
taught  by  Miss  Mart  P.  Smith,  of  New  Hampton.  The  whole 
number  of  scholars  registered  was  33,  42,  and  37;  average 
number,  28,  31,  and  27,  each  respective  term.  Wages  paid  the 
first  term,  $30.00  ;  the  second  and  third  terms,  $34.00. 

This  was  a  remarkably  successful  school  for  the  whole  year. 
The  school-house  during  the -cold  weather  was  very  uncomforta- 
ble, which  made  the  work  much  harder  for  the  teacher.  She 
was  obliged  to  allow  the  scholars  to  hover  around  the  stove, 
which  necessarily  caused  great  disturbance  to  the  school.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  scholars  made  great  advancement  in  their 
studies,  especially  in  Geograph}^,  I  never  saw  classes  of  small 
scholars  do  better  in  this  study.  Those  reciting  from  the  out- 
line maps  were  wonderfully  expert.  At  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term  the  school  had  an  exhibition  which  proved  so  successful 
that  it  was  repeated  near  the  begianing  of  the  Winter  term. 
A  small  admission  fee  was  charged,  and  the  proceeds  were  used 
to  purchase  a  set  of  "Outline  Maps"  and  a  Globe  for  the  use  of 
the  school.  This  was  a  good  investment  and  will  pay  any  dis- 
trict for  the  outlay.    The  cost  was  about  $35.00. 

District  No.  5. 

There  was  one  term  of  eight  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Almeda 
M.  Emerson,  of  New  Hampton.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
15  ;  average,  14.  Wages,  $28.  The  appearance  of  the  school 
was  excellent.  The  discipline  was  firm,  and  the  method  of  in- 
struction thorough  and  efficient.    Entire  satisfaction  was  given. 
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District  No.  6. 

There  was  one  term  of  nine  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Ida  M. 
Chase,  of  New  Hampton.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  5  ;  av- 
erage, 3.  Wages,  $21.86.  This  was  the  teacher's  first  term, 
but  she  gave  satisfactory  evidence  that  she  has  a  gift  for  teach- 
ing. Her  school  was  well  conducted.  With  experience,  she 
will,  no  doubt,  make  a  first-class  teacher.  One  pupil,  Charles 
H.  Ward,  was  not  absent  a  single  day. 

District  No.  7. 

There  were  two  terms  of  seven  weeks  each.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  scholars,  9  ;  average,  9.  Wages,  first  term,  $26.00  ;  sec- 
ond, $24.00.  The  first  term  was  kept  by  Miss  Frances  A. 
Plumer,  of  Bristol.  This  teacher  has  had  considerable  experi- 
ence, and  understands  the  business  of  school  keeping.  The 
scholars  made  commendable  advancement  in  the  various  studies 
pursued. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  Mies  Inzie  E.  Straw,  of 
Hill.  I  was  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  she  conduct- 
ed the  school.  She  was  prompt  and  industrious.  The  school 
appeared  finely  at  its  examination. 

District  No.  9. 

There  are  no  scholars  in  this  district,  and  hence  no  school. 

District  No.  10. 

There  was  one  term  of  six  and  one  half  weeks,  taught  by 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Shaw,  of  New  Hampton,  and  accommodated 
in  Mrs.  Dalton's  house.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  8  ;  aver- 
age, 6.  Wages,  $16.00  The  scholars  are  all  small,  but  Mrs. 
Shaw  learned  them  remarkably  well.  She  manifested  more  in- 
terest and  energy  than  most  of  our  young  teachers  do.  It  is  a 
fact  worthy  of  note  that  she  inspired  her  pupils  with  more  life 
and  zeal  than  we  usually  witness  in  such  schools. 

District  No.  11. 

There  was  one  term  of  eight  weeks,  taught  b}^  Miss  Carrie 
B.  Chapman,  of  Rumney.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  11  ;  av- 
erage, 10.    Wages,  $  .    The  school  was  well  disciplined 

and  well  instructed.  There  was  a  greater  interest  awakened 
than  usual  for  this  district.  Perhaps  one  reason  for  this  was 
because  two  of  the  scholars  were  preparing  to  enter  the  Insti- 
tution. 
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District  No.  13. 

.ft 

There  were  two  terms  of  six  and  five  weeks,  respectively, 
taught  by  Miss  Abbie  A.  Mudgett,  of  New  Hampton,  The 
whole  number  of  scholars,  15  and  18  ;  average,  13  and  15. 
Wages,  first  term,  $20.00  ;  second,  $24.00.  What  was  said  of 
the  school  in  distict  No.  2,  is  nearly  all  of  it  applicable  to  this. 
The  teacher  endeavored  to  do  the  best  she  could,  but  the  great- 
er part  of  her  pupils  took  the  advantage  of  her  kindness,  and  used 
liberties  which  neither  teacher  nor  parents  ought  to  allow. 
Those  scholars  which  had  a  disposition  to  learn,  made  fair  prog- 
ress ;  but  with  more  rigid  discipline,  the  school  would  have 
been  much  more  profitable. 

District  No.  15. 

There  was  one  term  of  nine  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Emma  H. 
Shaw,  of  New  Hampton.  The  whole  number  of  scholars,  10  ; 
average,  7.  Wages,  $18.28.  The  school  appeared  well.  The 
order  was  good,  and  the  recitations  were  prepared  with  consid- 
erable care.    General  satisfaction  was  given. 

District  No.  16. 

There  were  two  terms  of  six  and  seven  weeks,  taught  by  Miss 
Dora  A.  Gordon,  of  New  Hampton.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
14 ;  average,  12  the  first  term,  and  10  the  second.  Wages, 
$17.00.  The  school  was  very  well  managed  for  a  3'oung  teach- 
er. A  little  better  discipline  would  have  been  an  improvement. 
Experience  will  suggest  this  to  the  beginner  in  school  teaching. 
The  advancement  made  by  the  pupils,  during  the  two  terms, 
was  very  commendable. 

District  No.  17. 

There  was  one  term  of  ten  weeks,  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Drake,  of  New  Hampton.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  13  ; 
average,  8.  Wages,  $22.00.  This  school  ought  to  have  a  wide- 
awake, earnest  teacher.  We  find  here  some  good  material  for 
scholars,  but  they  need  the  right  kind  of  training  to  draw  them 
out.  The  government  was  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  a 
first-class  school.  The  teacher  is  an  excellent  scholar,  but  she 
seemed  to  lack  a  little  in  earnestness  and  zeal  to  impart  to  her 
pupils  what  was  perfectly  familiar  to  herself. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

E.  H.  PRESCOTT,  Supt,  School  Committee. 
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